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Greetings!  You are receiving this email because you are a member of the American Planning Association's Planning and 
Women Division.  If you wish to unsubscribe, please see the link at the bottom of this message.
 
Make sure to update your e-mail at http://www.planning.org to get all of the division's communications, as we rely upon the 
national directory.  

Chair's Corner 
 
Elizabeth H. Tyler, FAICP  
 

Welcome to this issue of PW Forward, the newsletter of the Planning and Women Division of the 
American Planning Association!  
 
This has been a very productive year for PWD as we continue on target to complete our Division 
Work Plan activities.   We finalized the update to our by-laws and have now successfully 
migrated our website to the APA national website at www.planning.org (look under About APA/
Divisions).  One benefit of our new website is you can now search the APA directory for fellow 
division members.  In conformance with APA policies, we also successfully held division 
elections, thanks to the efforts of a nominating committee chaired by Past Chair Pattsi Petrie.  
All of the division officers decided to run for another term for 2009/10 and were duly elected.  It 

is our hope that we will be able to have more members involved in a competitive election slate in 2010/2011.   
 
The National Conference in Minneapolis was a great event.  The twin cities are prime exemplars of progressive planning in 
action and there were fine planning examples everywhere we looked.  I especially enjoyed the walking/transit mobile workshops 
and helping to staff the joint divisions' booth in the exhibit hall.  The division sponsored two outstanding sessions organized by 
Vice Chair Vicki Taylor Lee:  one on caring for the elderly and disabled and one on green spaces for healthy kids (see more 
elsewhere in this issue).  Members also participated in the Diversity Summit session, a session on female planning directors of 
big cities (sponsored by the City Planning and Management Division), and a session on Who's Family is it Anyway (sponsored 
by Gays and Lesbians in Planning).  The Joint Divisions Sessions was well attended and we had a fine time networking and 
discussing women's issues over Sangria and salted nuts.  
 
At the Divisions Council meetings, we continued our discussion of the future of Divisions.  As a result of the Council's 
recommendations, the Board of Directors has agreed to allow the formation of two new types of entities - division sections and 
interest groups.  While the smaller divisions, such as PWD will be able to continue even if membership is below 300 members, 
newly established divisions must first establish as a section or interest group, must have at least 250 signatures to petition for 
formation, and must maintain a minimum membership of 300 persons after the third year.  Despite these changes, declines in 
division membership continue to be a concern of APA.  Indeed, PWD has declined in membership from about 160 to 130 in the 
past few years.   (We would love additional members, please urge your friends and colleagues to sign up).  
 
It is my personal view that division membership is more important than ever, given that the organization as a whole has grown 
tremendously in recent years and as the field of planning becomes more diverse.  Also, the advent of Certification Maintenance 
creates an opportunity for divisions to provide training to all members and to allow for advanced certification possibilities.  One 
way to embrace a stronger role for the divisions in APA would be to allow for automatic membership in one division of your 
choice as a part of your basic membership.  Additional memberships could be added for an additional cost.  Under this 
"universal membership" approach, there would be an "economies of scale" effect that could prove sustaining to the 
organization's desire to promote the divisions and various interest groups for this diverse field.  What do you think?   
 
Finally, I would like to extend a special thank you to Shannon Malik for her continued excellent work as Editor of Forward.  I 
know that Shannon is always looking for contributions and articles of interest to our readers.  Please keep this in mind as you 
come across interesting initiatives or news that you would like to share.  
 
As always, I and other members of the Executive Committee welcome your ideas and suggestions for improving the division.  In 
particular, we would like to hear your ideas for how we can contribute to Certification Maintenance and how we can better 
involve our growing number of student members.  We thank you for your membership and support.  
 
Elizabeth "Libby" Tyler 
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Chair, Planning and Women Division

Celebrate Women's History Month  
 
Did you know that March is Women's History Month?  This year, the Library of Congress has designated the theme to be 
"Writing Women Back in to History" in order to recognize the diverse accomplishments of women throughout history.  Women 
from Sally Ride to Elizabeth Cady Stanton to Hillary Clinton are profiled at the Library of Congress's website.  You can also learn 
more at the National Women's History Project website.   
 

Division Related Activities at the National Conference
 
Please join the Planning and Women Division at the American Planning Association's National Planning Conference to be held 
in New Orleans April 10-13, 2010!  On site registration is still available.  Click 
here for more information.
 
The PWD Business Meeting will take place on Sunday from 12-1pm (x009) in the Cambridge Room in the Hilton New Orleans 
Riverside Hotel.  All are welcome to attend to learn more about recent accomplishments and what's to come in the year ahead.  
 
PWD Secretary Kathleen Pagan will be presenting a poster on Heritage Tourism and Scenic Byways during the Poster Session 
on Sunday from 12-2pm.   

We are looking for volunteers to help staff the Divisions booth at the Conference.  If you are interested in contributing your time, 
please contact Libby Tyler at ehtyler@city.urbana.il.us. We are scheduled from 7:30-10am on Monday. If you are unable to 
volunteer, do feel free to stop on by and say hello anyhow! 
 
The Division has been actively involved in sponsoring and supporting Conference sessions in New Orleans.  Please join us for 
two very important sessions which may be of particular interest to PWD members: 
 
The Role of Child Care in Disaster and Economic Recovery 
Monday, 5:30-6:45pm 
1.25 CM 
Code: S610 
Location: MCC220 
 
Child care supports economic development through workforce participation and promotes family selfsufficiency.Hear how child 
care facilities are integrated into employment centers and examine a model program in Mississippi developed in the wake of the 
devastating hurricanes. 
 
Leading From the Middle 
Tuesday, 9-10:15 am 
1.25 CM
Code: S583 
Location: MCC206 
 
Leadership influences the thinking and behavior of audiences to achieve mutual goals. It's not what leaders do,but the 
relationship between leaders and audiences. While many planners neither see themselves as leaders nor want to be leaders, 
they must become leaders if they are to influence leaders. Learn why and how. 
We look forward to seeing you in The Big Easy!

Planning & The Black Community Division Conference
 
The Planning and the Black Community Division's 2010 Conference at 30th Anniversary celebration will take place just prior to 
the start of the APA National Conference in New Orleans.  Join the Division from April 7-9 at the Bourbon Orleans Hotel for this 
unique conference focused on planning for, in and with African American communities and neighborhoods. 
 
With affordable registration, diverse and tailored programming, talented national experts, excellent professional development 
value, multiple daily networking opportunities with students, planners, architects, designers, administrators and government 
officials, make your plans today to join the PBCD 2010 Planning Conference in New Orleans! All are welcome.
 
Click here for registration and program details.
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Division Elections Coming Soon!
 
Elizabeth H. Tyler, Ph.D., FAICP
 
If you are interested in getting more involved in the Planning and Women Division, you might want to consider running for one of 
the Executive Committee positions to take office in 2011.  In addition to providing leadership and service to the division, 
membership on the Executive Committee is an excellent way to get more involved in APA leadership as whole.  Division leaders 
participate in twice yearly leadership conferences and have the opportunity to weigh in on policy matters as part of the Divisions 
Council and in an advisory role to the APA Board of Directors.
 
We will be recruiting a nomination committee to establish a competitive slate of candidates for Division leadership starting this 
summer, for the election in November and terms to begin in April 2011.  All committee positions will be open, including Chair, 
Vice-Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer.  If you are interested in serving on the Nominating Committee, please contact Libby Tyler 
at ehtyler@city.urbana.il.us.  
 
Additional information on the Division and its mission can be found at on our website.

Division Survey Results
 
Jessica Garrow, AICP 
 
The Planning and Women Division recently conducted a survey of its members.  The goal of the survey was to gain insight into 
conference and continuing education topics that interest members, and to get feedback on the Division's election process.  The 
survey also asked questions related to the mission statement and newsletter.  Fifty-four members responded to the survey, 
which represents a 43% return rate. 
 
Overall, the survey showed support for the Division's mission statement.  In addition, the survey indicated that the role of women 
in the planning profession, as well as pay and general social equity are the women-oriented planning issues that most interest 
division members.  According to the survey, PWD members would like to see the division sponsor sessions related to public 
policy affecting women, leadership, and moving into management.  The PWD Executive Committee is using the information from 
the survey to update aspects of the website and newsletter to ensure they better meet the needs of the members.
 
For full result of the survey, please click here. 

2010 Class of AICP Fellows Announced 

Congratulations to the 37 AICP members who have been recommended for induction to the AICP College of Fellows in 
ceremonies at the National Planning Conference in New Orleans! Register now to honor your friends and colleagues at the 2010 
class ceremony on Saturday, April 10, at the Hotel Monteleone. 
 
Further congratulations are owed to PWD member, Cynthia Hoyle, who has been included in the class of FAICP for 
2010.   Cynthia is an expert on multi-modal planning and the creation of safe, healthy communities through traffic calming and 
other methods.  On behalf of the Illinois Chapter, PWD President Elizabeth Tyler worked closely with Cynthia on the application 
and was quite impressed in her accomplishments.  Well done Cynthia!  
 
Click here to see full list.

Announcements
 
Congratulations are also due to PWD member Pattsi Petrie for winning in the Democratic primary for a seat on the Champaign 
County Board.  
 
Our own PWD President, Libby Tyler deserves kudos for an article in the Viewpoints column of Planning Magazine's April 
2009 edition.  
 
Please let newsletter editor Shannon Malik know about professional successes by emailing smalik@westmont.il.gov for 
inclusion in a future newsletter.  
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PWD Division Sponsored Session in Minneapolis
 
Elizabeth H. Tyler, Ph.D., FAICP

One of the conference topics sponsored by the Planning and Women Division at the APA 
National Conference in Minneapolis was entitled "Green Spaces for Healthy Kids".  
 
The speakers for this session were myself (introduction and moderator), Andrea Faber 
Taylor, Ph.D., a Child Environment and Behavior Researcher in the Landscape and Human 
Health Laboratory at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and Susan Goltsman, 
FASLA, a landscape designer and Principal of MIG, Inc., in Berkeley, CA who is well known 
for her work with children and youth.  

 
My interest in this topic dates back to my own research when I was a Ph.D. student at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign studying environmental values.  Through my course of studies, I learned about the tenets of environmental 
psychology -- how we as humans have evolved in natural environments and so (naturally) feel most at home in certain outdoor 
environments and can achieve tangible benefits from exposure to and experiences in natural environments.   My Ph.D. focused 
on the development of an environmental typology based upon a number of narrative data sets, including environmental 
autobiographies.  Many of the participants in the autobiography study had vivid memories of the outdoor environments around 
their homes when growing up or during special vacations that were influential in their lives.   Other studies have shown 
physiological benefits in recovering from illness when patients are exposed to greenery, rather than just a "hardscape" 
environment.  Environmental psychology tells us that exposure to green spaces is healthy for us (and for children) because it is 
natural for us to be in such environments.  
 
In recent years, awareness of the benefits of green spaces and the need for outdoor activity for children have increased and 
been embraced by educators and the environmental education movement.  The detrimental effects of lack of exposure to nature 
and unsupervised outdoor activity in our children have been documented in books such as Richard Louv's best selling Last Child 
in the Woods (Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, 2008), which addresses a phenomenon he calls "Nature Deficit Disorder".    
These concerns have resulted in legislation to encourage outdoor education for children entitled the "No Child Left Inside 
Act" (see http://www.cbf.org).   
 
Andrea Faber Taylor is an environmental psychologist specializing in child environment behavior.  She has conducted studies 
showing that exposure to even modest amounts of green space can have a significant effect on the symptoms of children with 
attention deficit / hyperactivity disorder.  The ability to experience and to play in green spaces helped these children to cope and 
reduced their need for medication.  Her research provides powerful evidence for the No Child Left Inside movement.  The 
Human Environment Research Laboratory at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where Dr. Taylor works along with 
Laboratory Director Frances Kuo, has also conducted studies showing that girls with increased exposure to nature had higher 
self -discipline and that neighborhoods where there is more greenery had fewer reported crimes and showed less aggression 
and mental fatigue in its residents (see http://www.lhhl.uiuc.edu). 
 
 
Using visuals of the playgrounds, zoos, gardens, museums, and schools she has created as an international landscape 
designer, Susan Goltsman explained how she creates a system of play in her designs for children.  She believes that people 
have a right to play and that children will look for corridors and ranges where they can engage in active outdoor play.  Her 
approach to designing for children is to ask them what they would like and then to provide them with a rich environment 
incorporating nature, pathways, culture, history, gathering places and gardens.  The stunning work created by Susan and her 
associates at MIG, Inc. as well as their groundbreaking work in communications and public involvement is described at their 
website at http://www.migco.com.  
 
There are many reasons why promoting green spaces for healthy kids should matter to planners (as well as to psychologists, 
educators, and landscape designers).    We need to do a better job of creating more balanced environments that incorporate a 
human scale of mixed uses with both built and green spaces - communities which are more walkable and knowable to all ages.  
By incorporating more green spaces into our cities, we promote sustainability and help to create more awareness of the natural 
environment and improved environmental stewardship.  This in turn will promote the physical and mental health of residents and 
will make a more aesthetically pleasing community. 
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Free Webinars offer CM Credits
 
Many state chapters have generously organized online learning opportunities which offer Certification Maintenance to AICP 
members and excellent continuing education for all others.  These particular sessions may be of interest to PWD members:
 
Certification Maintenance (CM) Log Demonstration 
 
March 24, 2-3:00pm EDT   
 
Learn how to use the AICP member CM logging system and online program calendar.  APA staff will also answer questions 
about Certification Maintenance (CM) requirements and features to claim CM credits. 
 
Click here to register.  
 
Sex in the City: 
Design Standards and Regulations that Work for Sex Businesses
 
June 3, 1-2:30 PM EDT   
 
From strip clubs to bathhouses to adult toy stores, sex businesses are thriving. Which of these uses are constitutionally 
protected?  Understand the ins and outs of the legal basis of regulating sex businesses. Students and faculty at Ohio State 
University have conducted a national exploration of planners' strategies for regulating sex businesses. Learn from nationwide 
examples of how cities are effectively managing sexually oriented businesses. This session is sponsored by The Ohio State 
University. 
 
Click here to register.

Online Sustainable Communities and Climate Change Conference
  
APA's Public Engagement Interest Group, Earthscan, and PublicDecisions are co-sponsoring an online conference on May 12 
and 13, 2010.  Planners and the public are invited to attend the Engagement for Sustainable Communities and Climate Change 
Online Conference.  
 
Today, the impacts of global warming are occurring at a faster rate than scientists anticipated and as a result, it is one of the 
most crucial public policy challenges this decade.  The Earthscan Keynote Address will be given by Elizabeth Malone, author of 
the book "Debating Climate Change" (Earthscan, 2009).   
 
All sessions have been submitted for AICP continuing education credits.  Registration is $25 USD per session or $99 USD for 
the entire two-day conference.  Full-time students/faculty members can register for $49 USD.
 
Register here.

Women's Transportation Seminar Conference  
 
The Women's Transportation Seminar (WTS) is holding its 2010 National Conference May 19-21, 2010 in Washington DC. 
Founded in 1977, WTS is an international organization dedicated to the professional advancement of women in transportation. 
Boasting roughly 4,100 members - both men and women - WTS is helping women find opportunity and recognition in the 
transportation industry. Through its professional activities, networking opportunities, and unparalleled access to industry and 
government leaders, WTS is turning the glass ceiling into a career portal. 
 
Click here for registration information.
 
Download the preliminary program here.
 
AICP credit hours for each session have been submitted for review.
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Scholarships Available for Division Members 
 
The Rutgers Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy is offering special scholarships to members of 
the Planning and Women Division and Planning and the Black Community Division. 
 
$100 discounts are offered for every Bloustein Online Continuing Education Deep Learning classes.  
Contact Leonardo Vazquez at vazquezl@rci.rutgers.edu or Click here for more information.

Lincoln Institute Fellowships Available
 
The Lincoln Institute of Land Policy and the Department of Planning and Urban Form invite applications for Planning and Urban Form 
Research Fellowships in support of major research projects.  Applications are due by email on or before April 1, 2010.  
 
Click here for application information. 

Improve Your Presentations  
 
Jeff Cerny writes in TechRepublic about the ten habits that can limit a presentation.  If your 
presentations aren't memorable and engaging, certain habits could be standing in your way. See how 
to turn those habits around and achieve positive results here. 

APA Ambassador Program 
 
Commit to one year of volunteer service, conduct informational sessions at three to five academic institutions during that year, 
and visit career and graduate school fairs. You could have a real impact on the future of the planning profession.

Interested? You will need to fill out an application and submit your resume. You should be an APA member with at least five 
years of experience as a professional planner. You will also need to make a one-year commitment to the program. This is an 
unpaid position. APA will provide you with appropriate materials.

Click here for more information. 

Are You Ready to Take the AICP Exam?
 
Jennifer Evans-Cowley, PhD, AICP and Chris Steins, M. Pl.  
 
The comprehensive planning examination for acceptance into the American Institute of Certified Planners is the only certification 
exam for practicing urban planners. The exam is given at over 300 testing sites in the U.S. and Canada, and offered twice a 
year in two testing windows for two weeks in both May and November. The testing period for this Fall is November 8-22.  
Applications will be accepted beginning in mid June.    
 
How, When To Register?  
 
Beginning with the 2005 exam cycle, AICP has introduced a new application that combines the application and registration steps 
into one form and one fee. This eliminates the previous two forms and separate fee payments, and makes the process easier for 
applicants. Education and employment verifications for each degree and job listed in the application will continue to be required 
in order for your application to be considered complete for review. Fees are $485 for new applicants and $425 for returning 
applicants.  
 
You can register to take the exam online on the APA's website:  
http://www.planning.org/certification/  
 
Do You Qualify?  
 
In order to take the exam, applicants must meet the following requirements:  
 
1. Be a current member of APA  
2. Be engaged in professional planning  
3. Have completed a requisite number of years of education and professional planning experience (2 years of experience with a 
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graduate degree in planning, 3 years with a bachelor's degree in planning, but other combinations are possible: 
 
http://www.planning.org/certification/eligible.htm  
 
Preparing for the Exam  
 
There are a variety of ways to prepare for the exam:  
 
Seminars  
There are a variety of possible preparation techniques. Many APA Chapters have professional development officers that provide 
or arrange for day-long seminars that introduce the exam and some of the topics. Contact your Chapter's Professional 
Development Officer for more information  
 
CPC Study Manual for the AICP Exam  
A good place to start is the APA's Chapter Presidents Council's CPC Study Manual. The purpose of this self-study manual is to 
help review basic planning concepts and to practice skills that are necessary for taking a multiple-choice test.  
 
More information on the CPC Study Manual: http://myapa.planning.org/certification/studymanual.htm  
 
Online Courses  
If you'd like to start your studying early, and interact with students from around the US, consider an online course to guide your 
studying. The Planetizen AICP Exam Online Preparation Course, for example, is organized into a series of eight topics with a 
total of about 50 lessons. Each lesson is about 20-30 minutes to complete, enabling you to fit in a little studying whenever you 
have time -- during a lunch break, before work, or after you put the kids to bed.  More than 10 hours of video presentations are 
also included, offering students a visual way to prepare. The course also provides over 450 sample questions, including a 
pretest exam and two sample exams. The course also includes five discussion forums to interact with other students and course 
staff, and ask any questions you might have as you prepare for the exam.  
 
More information about Planetizen's AICP Exam Online Preparation Course: http://www.planetizen.com/courses/aicp/ 
  
Study Groups  
If you live in an urban area, there are likely to be many others who will also be taking the exam. Using your Section's PDO or 
individual networking to create a study group of 4-6 people. Take turns preparing sample questions and "study sheets" on 
specific topics to share with the other members of the group. Study groups can be a great way to keep you motivated and 
studying for the exam when things get busy at work.  
 
What's on the Exam?  
The AICP Comprehensive Planning Examination consists of 170 multiple choice questions (20 of which are pre-test and do not 
count toward the final score) in two main areas: Knowledge (40 percent) and Skills (60 percent). In order to pass the exam, 
candidates must receive a score of 55 or higher. A score of 55 means that you got approximately 75 percent of the questions 
correct. Your score is in no way related to the percent of questions that you got correct. The exam is weighted as follows:  
 
     History, Theory and Law [15%]  
 
     Plan Making and implementation [30%]  
 
     Functional Areas of Practice [25%]  
 
     Spatial Areas of Practice [15%]  
 
     Public Participation and Social Justice [10%] 
 
     AICP Code of Ethics and Professional Practice [5%]  
 
Additional information can be found here.

Did You Miss This?  
 
In the summer of 1950, the Planning Advisory Service circulated a questionnaire to staff members in 60 selected planning 
agencies nationwide in order to obtain demographic information on the composition of planning commissions.  The data was 
summarized in the PAS report entitled "The Planning Commission: Its Composition and Function".  The American Planning 
Association has been re-releasing these historic reports for a look back at the evolution of the field: Information Report #19.
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PlanningWiki Free to Good Home
 
Dan Tasman, AICP
 
Cyburbia established in 1994, is the Internet's oldest portal and social networking site for urban planners and others interested in 
cities and the built environment.  Cyburbia includes a very active message board (almost 500,000 messages to date), a large 
user-contributed gallery of planning-related images, syndicated feeds of hundreds of planning-related blogs and job sites, and 
PlanningWiki. 
 
PlanningWiki was an ambitious project to provide an urban planning-related wiki that would provide more comprehensive 
information than what's offered on Wikipedia.  Despite some early enthusiasm, PlanningWiki didn't get as much attention from 
Cyburbia users as other parts of the site.  Like other wikis in specialized topics, though, it could be successful with the right 
people behind it. 
 
Cyburbia's staff believe it would be a shame if PlanningWiki and the 
articles some of its users created disappeared into the digital ether.   
If anyone is interested in hosting and operating PlanningWiki -- as a hobby, 
a school project, as part their professional or advocacy organization, or 
whatever -- please send an email to cyburbia@cyburbia.org.

Advertise in PW Forward! 
 
We are now offering the opportunity to advertise in the PWD Newsletter!  The rate for ads measuring up to the size of a regular 
business card is $35.  Black and white and full color are accepted as long as they are in .jpeg file formats.  Please contact 
Newsletter Editor Shannon Malik at smalik@westmont.il.gov for further information.  
 
All job announcements and personal recognitions will continue to be published at no cost and should also be sent to Shannon.

 
This email was sent to ehtyler@city.urbana.il.us by smalik@westmont.il.gov.
Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Email Marketing by

 

American Planning Assocation Women & Planning Division | American Planning Association | Planning and Women Division | 122 S. 
Michigan Ave., Suite 1600 | Chicago | IL | 60603
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